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Inmates Report Mental Illness at High Levels 

By ERIK ECKHOLM

More than half the inmates in the country’s prisons and jails reported mental health problems within the 
last year, according to a Justice Department survey released yesterday. 

The findings, based on a sample of about 25,000 inmates, were drawn from personal interviews and 
prisoners’ own reports of symptoms, psychiatric treatments or medications.

The figures are higher than reported in past studies because inmates describing any symptoms of 
problems like major depression or mania were counted along with those with diagnosed psychiatric 
disorders, said Fred Osher, director of health systems at the Council on State Governments. Further 
evaluations would be required to make an official diagnosis of a mental illness. 

Still, Dr. Osher said, the findings “underscore what every prison administrator knows — that large 
numbers of individuals with mental health problems are cycling through their facilities.” Correctional 
institutions have given increased attention to mental health treatment in recent years, he said, but the 
new findings highlight the need for intensive screening.

The findings also suggest the need to connect released prisoners with mental health treatment in the 
community, a goal of the emerging “re-entry” movement that tries to prevent ex-convicts from returning 
to prison. Prisoners with mental health problems were more likely to have had repeated incarcerations 
and substance abuse problems and to have been homeless, the study found. 

Separate findings were reported for state prisons, where 56 percent of inmates were found to have 
mental health problems; federal prisons, where the figure was 45 percent; and jails, where it was 64 
percent. The figure may be higher for jails, the report said, because they often hold mentally ill prisoners 
temporarily before they are moved to psychiatric facilities. 

Women reported higher rates of mental health problems than men, and whites had higher rates than 
black and Hispanic inmates. 

One in three state prisoners, one in four federal prisoners and one in six jail prisoners had received some 
form of mental health treatment, often medication, during their current incarceration, the study said. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/07/us/07prisons.html?...53470efd24d5&ex=1158292800&emc=eta1&pagewanted=print (1 of 2)09-08-2006 9:01:36 AM

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/printer-friendly&pos=Position1&camp=foxsearch2006-emailtools14-nyt5&ad=LMS_88x31_toolsspontemp_atlas.html&goto=http://clk.atdmt.com/ORG/go/nwyrkfxs0040000007org/direct;at.orgfxs00000913/01/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/printer-friendly&pos=Position1&camp=foxsearch2006-emailtools14-nyt5&ad=LMS_88x31_toolsspontemp_atlas.html&goto=http://clk.atdmt.com/ORG/go/nwyrkfxs0040000007org/direct;at.orgfxs00000913/01/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/e/erik_eckholm/index.html?inline=nyt-per


Inmates Report Mental Illness at High Levels - New York Times

 
Home 

●     World 
●     U.S. 

●     N.Y. / Region 
●     Business 

●     Technology 
●     Science 
●     Health 
●     Sports 

●     Opinion 
●     Arts 

●     Style 
●     Travel 

●     Jobs 
●     Real Estate 

●     Automobiles 
●     Back to Top 

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company 

●     Privacy Policy 
●     Search 

●     Corrections 
●     RSS 

●     First Look 
●     Help 

●     Contact Us 
●     Work for Us 

●     Site Map 

   

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/07/us/07prisons.html?...53470efd24d5&ex=1158292800&emc=eta1&pagewanted=print (2 of 2)09-08-2006 9:01:36 AM

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://firstlook.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytdigital.com/careers
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/

	nytimes.com
	Inmates Report Mental Illness at High Levels - New York Times


